May 9, 2023

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | was unable
to be present to cast votes today. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on Rollcall
203 and “yea” on Rollcall 204.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | was not
able to vote in today’s series due to a delayed
flight. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall No. 203 and “yea” on rollcall
No. 204.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on agree-
ing to the Speaker’s approval of the
Journal, which the Chair will put de
novo.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
O 1915

MOMENT OF SILENCE RECOG-
NIZING THE VICTIMS WHO LOST
THEIR LIVES DURING THE
ALLEN, TEXAS, SHOOTING

(Mr. SELF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SELF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the victims who lost their lives
during the Allen, Texas, shooting on
Saturday: Christian LaCour;
Aishwarya Thatikonda; Elio Cumana-
Rivas; Daniela and Sofia Mendoza; and
Kyu, Cindy, and James Cho.

I also commend first responders for
their swift actions that undoubtedly
saved countless lives.

Finally, we acknowledge the friends
and families whose hearts are breaking
this evening. The flag atop this build-
ing flies at Halfstaff tonight as a sym-
bol of a nation that grieves with you.

Not far from here, in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, is a quote inscribed
on the memorial for Robert Kennedy:
““And even in our sleep, pain that can-
not forget falls drop by drop upon the
heart, and in our own despair, against
our will, comes wisdom to us by the
awful grace of God.”

Let us pray that those impacted by
this awful tragedy can receive comfort
through God’s grace.

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to ob-
serve a moment of silence.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF LARRY
“GATOR” RIVERS

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of
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Larry ‘“‘Gator’” Rivers, a great man,
fantastic athlete, and public servant.

Gator was born on May 6, 1949, in Sa-
vannah, Georgia. During his sophomore
yvear at Alfred Beach High School,
Gator was part of the first-ever all-Af-
rican-American team to win the Geor-
gia high school basketball State cham-
pionship.

The team went on to win two more
State titles, bringing Gator’s total to
three State titles. After his dominating
high school career at Alfred Beach
High School, Larry went on to play at
Mobley dJunior College and Missouri
Western State University.

After college, he tried out and im-
pressed the scouts for the Harlem
Globetrotters. For 156 years, Gator
toured with the Globetrotters as a
dribbler for the team.

After his career with the Globe-
trotters, Larry went on to coach at the
high school level and created his own
training program, Gatorball Academy.

In 2008, Gator moved back to Savan-
nah and continued to run Gatorball
Academy in conjunction with wvolun-
teering at the Frank Callen Boys and
Girls Club.

In 2020, he decided to run for a seat
on the Chatham County Commission.
He was well known for trying to bring
more professional sports to Savannah.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to
all the Rivers family.

To my friend, we will miss you. You
will always be with us.

————
COMMEMORATING WALTER DUKES

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Walter Dukes and the
1953 National Invitational Tournament
champion Seton Hall University Pi-
rates basketball team.

Walter Dukes was Seton Hall’s 7-foot,
African-American center. He was the
team’s indisputable leader who pulled
down 734 rebounds that year. It was an
NCAA record that still stands.

He and his team dealt with discrimi-
nation and violence for having a Black
player on the team, but they continued
to win and beat St. John’s University,
58-46, to win the 1953 NIT title, which
was the big tournament at the time.

Dukes and his Seton Hall teammates
are legends in New Jersey’s basketball
lore. Their magical season shows us the
importance of character, faith, and
success.

As a longtime Seton Hall fan, going
to Seton Hall games for 55 years, I am
proud to highlight them on the floor
today.

——————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL CHARTER
SCHOOL WEEK

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize National Charter School
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Week, during which we celebrate the
work that charter schools are doing to
expand education freedom and help stu-
dents thrive in an environment that
fits their needs.

Gone are the days of one-size-fits-all
education solutions. The COVID-19
pandemic has exacerbated the flaws of
rigid learning systems. Millions of stu-
dents were trapped in failing school
districts simply because of their ZIP
Code.

Now, parents are waking up and
making their choices heard. Education
freedom is the future.

Charter schools offer students an al-
ternative pathway that provides access
to high-quality education options that
would otherwise be unavailable.

As the chairwoman of the Committee
on Education and the Workforce, I will
continue to advocate for educational
pathways like charter schools that put
students, not politics, first.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MORAN). Members are reminded to
abide by the decorum of the House.

————

CELEBRATING RECORD STORE
DAY

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, before I
begin, I have to point out that the gen-
tleman and many of the people who
just led that moment of silence for the
horrible shooting that just happened
can’t find it within themselves to give
a moment of action to make sure that
these shootings don’t happen in the
first place.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in belated
celebration of RECORD Store Day and
the incredible record stores that call
central Florida home.

Last month, I got to visit many of
these stores, hearing from the small
business owners and employees about
their love for music and what we can
do to support small businesses and the
arts.

The next time you are in central
Florida, please take the time to visit
Bossa ‘N Roll Records, Bynx, Founda-
tion College Park, Park Ave CDs, Re-
Runz Records, Remix Records, Retro
Records, Rock & Roll Heaven,
Smartpunk’s RECORD Shop, Uncle
Tony’s Donut Shoppe, which has
records, and any store that I may have
missed.

Mr. Speaker, I thank all the record
stores for being a vital part of our
economy and our arts community.

————

HONORING STEVEN RAY GIVENS

(Mr. PFLUGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the beloved father, husband,
son, and hero, Specialist Steven Ray
Givens, who gave his life in service to
our country.
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